
 

Civil Society Call to Action for 

Greater Involvement in the GAVI Alliance

GAVI Alliance Partners’ Forum, Hanoi, Vietnam, 20 November 2009 

Today, on the 20 anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, as we 
th

celebrate the achievements of the GAVI Alliance over its 10-year history, we take

note of the challenges that remain:

•  24 million infants are not reached by routine immunisation programmes each 

year. 

•  More lives can be saved by use of traditional, new and underutilised vaccines. 

•  Nearly one quarter of child deaths could be prevented by use of existing 

vaccines. 

These specific challenges are at the core of GAVI’s mission, and are linked to the 

broader challenges of reducing child mortality (MDG 4) and improving maternal

health (MDG 5). Civil society organisations play a critical role in maternal and child 

health broadly, and immunisation specifically, through: 

•  education of families, communities, and health personnel, 

•  direct service provision, 

• technical support, 

•  reaching the unreached, 

•  promoting the voice of marginalized communities, and 

• advocacy. 

However: 

•  Momentum and progress are hampered by inadequate funding commitments, 

including a US$4 billion shortfall for the period 2010-2015, and prevailing high
vaccine prices; yet the potential of civil society to help mobilise resources and 

carry out advocacy is underutilised. 

•  Lack of funds threatens rollout of pneumococcal, rotavirus, and meningitis A 

vaccines, preparation for the introduction of new vaccines such as HPV, and

sustaining past mortality reduction gains achieved through immunisation. 

•  Civil society is not receiving national and international recognition and support 
commensurate with its important role.

•  Civil society is insufficiently engaged at the policy and implementation levels of 

immunisation programmes globally and in-country and within GAVI’s 

governance.

Therefore, we, the undersigned members of civil society organisations, urge 

the GAVI Alliance to: 

•  Facilitate civil society engagement as a constituency in the governance of the 

GAVI Alliance, including allocation of two seats for CSO representation on the 

GAVI Board – one each for northern and southern CSOs.



 

•  Require a meaningful role for civil society in all GAVI funding to countries, 

including health system strengthening, with a specific focus on linking 

communities to the formal health system. 

•  Create an application process to provide direct funding to CSOs at national 

and sub-national levels. 

•  Fully involve civil society in the development of all aspects of the 2011-2015 

GAVI Strategic Plan and the joint GAVI-Global Fund-World Bank health 

systems strengthening platform. 

Endorsed by: 

Faruque Ahmed, BRAC 

Joan Awunyo-Akaba, Ghana Coalition of NGOs in Health

Smita Baruah, Global Health Council 

Cecilia Bentsi, Ghana Coalition of NGOs in Health

Filimona Bisrat, CORE Group Ethiopia 

Ingunn Brandvoll, Norwegian Church Aid 

Chok-wan Chan, International Pediatric Association 

Ketevan Chkhatarashvili, Curatio International Foundation 

Marta Monteso, Action for Global Health 

Nicolas Durier, Family Health International
Kate Elder, International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

Frazer Goodwin, European Public Health Alliance/Action for Global Health
Alan Hinman, Task Force for Global Health 

Sabrina Bakeera-Kitaka, Uganda Paediatric Association

Ngoma Miezi Kintaudi, Council of Protestant Churches of Congo and Sanru Program 

Mette Kjaer, African Medical and Research Foundation, Kenya 

Stephan Kreischer, Action for Global Health

Donna Kusemererwa, Ecumenical Pharmaceutical Network 
Tobias Luppe, Oxfam 

Maziko Hisbon Matemba, Health ‘N’ Rights Education Programme, Malawi 
Dhally M. Menda, Churches Health Association of Zambia 

Rozina Mistry, Aga Khan Health Service, Pakistan 

Samuel Mwenda Rukunga, Christian Health Association of Kenya 

Leila Nimatallah, Global Action for Children 

Térence Ntitangirageza, CED-Caritas, Burundi 
Princess Nikky Onyeri, Princess Nikky Onyeri Breast Cancer Foundation, Nigeria 

Jaya R. L. Shah Rotary International
Sidiqulla Shinwari, ACTD, Afghanistan 

Alfred J. da Silva, Agence de Médicine Préventive 

Khuat Thi Hai Oanh, Institute for Social Development Studies, Vietnam 

Abdul Majeed Siddiqi, HealthNet TPO, Afghanistan 

Sue Perez, Treatment Action Group 

Jane Schaller, International Pediatric Association 

Ann Starrs, Family Care International 
Robert Steinglass, JSI 

Cheikh Tidiane Tall, African Council of AIDS Service Organisations

Esther Tallah, Coalition Against Malaria Cameroon

Simon Wright, Save the Children 

Sharmin Zahan, BRAC 
Karen LeBan, CORE Group 
Semu K. Teffera, Christian Relief & Development Association (CRDA), HIV/AIDS & Health Forum, Ethiopia 
Kieran Daly, International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) 
Sandra Kiapi, Action Group for Health, Human Rights and HIV/AIDS (AGHA) Uganda 
Josephine Mutakwa, Human Resource for Health, Zambia  
Marco Gomes, Health Systems and HIV/AIDS Policy Advisor, Centre for Health Policy and Innovation 
Martin Y.Polycarpe, Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) International 
M. Adama Kompaore, Francophone Forum against Tuberculosis 
Marc Ndayirague, Alliance Burundaise contre le sida(ABS), Burundi 
Renate Baehr, German Foundation for World Population 
 

  
 
 
 
  

 
 


